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• $80 million for defense conversion.
These funds will provide a much need-
ed boost to the Economic Development
Administration’s programs to assist
communities that have been impacted
by the end of the cold war.

• $520.2 million for the National Institute
of Standards and Technology (NIST).
NIST will be able to bolster its tech-
nology outreach programs, the ad-
vanced technology program, and the
manufacturing extension partnership.

• $70.9 million for the National Tele-
communication and Information Ad-
ministration. The NTIA appropriation
will set a speedy pace for this agency’s
lead role in fulfilling this administra-
tion’s goal of an information super-
highway, as outlined by the ‘‘National
Information Infrastructure: Agenda for
Action.’’

I commend the congressional leadership,
Senator Ernest Hollings, Senator Pete
Domenici, Congressman Neal Smith, and
Congressman Harold Rogers, for their fore-
sight and support in revitalizing this country
through these programs. It is a dramatic step
forward for the United States toward a solid
economic future.

Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of Energy
October 19, 1993

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christine Ervin, currently director
of the Oregon department of energy, to be
Assistant Secretary of Energy for Energy Ef-
ficiency and Renewable Energy.

‘‘We must expand our efforts to use energy
more efficiently and to develop new, renew-
able sources of energy,’’ said the President.
‘‘Having an Assistant Secretary of Energy
with Christine Ervin’s wide range of experi-
ence will help us to move that process for-
ward.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the NAFTA Jobs and
Products Day Trade Fair
October 20, 1993

Thank you very much. I want to thank
Harold and Bob and, of course, Lee Iacocca,
who has been such an eloquent spokesperson
for NAFTA. It’s nice to see him on television
in an ad where he’s—I enjoy watching him
sell Chryslers, but I like seeing him sell
NAFTA even more in the television ads.

I want to thank the many Members of the
United States Congress who are here today.
They hold the fate of this trade agreement
and in many ways the fate of America’s trade
future in their hands. I want to thank the
members of the Cabinet who are here today:
the Treasury Secretary, Lloyd Bentsen; our
United States Trade Ambassador, Mickey
Kantor, who negotiated the agreements on
the environment, on labor standards, and
some other things which make this a truly
unique trade agreement in the history of
world trade; the Labor Secretary, the Edu-
cation Secretary, the Commerce Secretary,
Bob Reich, Dick Riley, and Ron Brown. I’ve
seen all of them. There may be other mem-
bers of the Cabinet here today showing our
unified support for this agreement. I also
want to thank all the companies and the
workers who came here today. They really
showed what this trade agreement is all
about. It’s about the jobs of American work-
ers and the future of American working fami-
lies, people who are determined to compete
and win.

Today the demonstrations in these two
tents should show our country and show our
Congress why we need NAFTA. In the next
month before the vote, we’ve got to vigor-
ously make this case to the American people.
I was talking with Bob and the other steel-
workers over at their exhibit over here, and
I said, ‘‘You know, we figure that an enor-
mous number of America’s unions will actu-
ally pick up jobs if this agreement passes.’’

The NAFTA fight is an interesting one to
me. Lee Iacocca has already said it pretty
well, but I have to restate it for you in per-
sonal terms. Before I became President, I
was a Governor of my State for a dozen years
during the 1980’s. When I took office in
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